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DOCENTE: Prof. LEONARDO MERCATANTI

PREREQUISITES

Knowledge of basic geography concepts. Students should be able to identify
countries, capitals and main cities, lakes, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and
geographical features in the geographical map. Students need to know how to
use the atlas as a reference source.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Knowledge and understanding

The student must know and understand the basic tools of the geographer: the
map, databases (population, migration ...) available on the web. The student will
also acquire the specific language of the discipline.

Applying knowledge and understanding

Through the interpretation of maps, tables, and graphs the student must be able
to discuss and analyze the main social, geopolitical, geoeconomic matters
debated in the classroom.

Making judgments

To be able to evaluate the main geographical facts discussed in the classroom
(with particular reference to immigration, interculturalism and tourism); to be
able to autonomously address new issues.

Communication skills

The knowledge of new tools and the specific language will enable students to
explain the results of the analyses to other students or to a public not expert in
the field.

Learning skills

The student will develop specific methodological skills using IT tools,
international relations models, processing of statistical data. One of the
objectives of this course is to train students' ability to do scientific research.

ASSESSMENT METHODS

Oral exam. The evaluation will take into account the capacity to identify and
define problems, to analyse data (on the map), to apply information. The student
is required to develop arguments, reflection and judgment. The result of the test
will be considered: EXCELLENT (30-30 cum laude) if the student will show
excellent knowledge of the topics, excellent property of language, good
analytical capacity, and the ability to apply the knowledge to solve the problems
submitted; VERY GOOD (26-29) if the student shows good mastery of the
subject, full property of language and the ability to apply the knowledge to solve
the problems submitted; GOOD (24-25) if the student will show to have basic
knowledge of the main topics, fairly good property of language, limited ability to
independently apply the knowledge for the solution of the problems submitted;
MORE THAN SUFFICIENT (20-23) if the student will show not to have full
mastery of the main arguments but a good understanding of the same,
satisfactory property of language, lack of ability to independently apply the
knowledge acquired; SUFFICIENT (18-19) where the student will show
minimum basic knowledge of the main teaching and technical language issues,
minimum ability to apply the knowledge acquired; INSUFFICIENT if the student
does not have an acceptable knowledge of the contents of the topics covered in
the teaching.

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES

The main objective of the course is to develop skills in the field of geographical
analysis and interpretation (judgment) of the geographical phenomena such as
globalization, migration, urban change, tourism and conflicts. Specific attention
is paid to cultural heritage.

TEACHING METHODS

Frontal and distance learning, tutorials, seminars, study excursion (possible)

SUGGESTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Greiner A.L., Dematteis G., Lanza C., Geografia umana. Un approccio visuale,
Utet, Torino, 2023 (IV edizione; ISBN 9788860088512).

e a scelta

- Mercatanti L., Privitera S., La Geografia della costa siciliana tra minacce e
opportunita, Lussografica, Caltanissetta, 2017 (ISBN 9788882434298).

- Virgillito M., Diario di un viaggio in Sicilia. Appunti di una escursionista fra
archeologia, miniere, tonnare, castelli e mondi scomparsi, Scrimm edizioni,
Catania, 2023 (ISBN 9788898547708) [Ebook].

SYLLABUS

Hrs Frontal teaching

4 Presentation of the course. The evolution of Geography. The contemporary role of the discipline. Notions and
research fields of Geography

4 The geographical map. Space and place, territory and region, the concept of landscape. GIS for cultural
heritage.

2 The geographical map (practice)

4 Cultural geography and globalization.

6 Geography and environment. The impact of man on the ecosystem. Analysis of the state of the environment.

4 Geography of population-migrations

4 Local development, regional imbalances




SYLLABUS

Hrs

Frontal teaching

Geography of languages - ethnic groups and religions

Urban geography. The evolution of the city. The relationship with rural areas

Tourism and Geography of tourism development.

Cultural Heritage and tourism. Unesco. Case studies

Tourism and Geographyof tourism development. The Sicilian case.
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The Sicilian Coast. Opportunities and critical issues
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