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DOCENTE: Prof.ssa ROSA MARIA LUPO
PREREQUISITES The discipline requires a basic knowledge of the History of Philosophy, of some 

fundamental philosophical concepts of ontological and gnoseological character 
and of some metaphysical notions (being, first principle, substance, subject, 
possibility, necessity, contingency), which the students have already acquired 
through the first cycle degree in Philosophy.

LEARNING OUTCOMES ECTS credits for the course are awarded to students who have developed in an
at least basic way the following skills referring to Dublin Descriptors:
1)  Knowledge  and  understanding:  the  student  owns  the  specific  disciplinary
knowledge and from a methodological point of view he/she shows to be able to
understand  in  a  conscious  way  the  philosophical  nature  of  the  metaphysical
inquiry  on identity, existence, essence referring to the suggested bibliography;
2)  Applying knowledge and understanding:  the student  is  able  to  apply  his/her
knowledge and is able to use his/her critical understanding skill in relation to still
now  open  theoretical-metaphysical  questions,  or  in  relation  to  for  him/her  not
familiar problems or to interdisciplinary problems;
3) Making judgements: on the basis of his/her knowledge the student is able to
express in an autonomous way judgments and valutations which are supported
by  a  coherent  and  plausible  argumentation  and  which  concern  specific
metaphysical questions discussed during the lectures;
4)  Communication:  the  student  is  able  to  communicate  in  a  clear  and  organic
way  and  through  the  specific  terminology  the  meaning  of  the  ontological  and
gnoseological   problems  which  pertain  to  the  metaphysical  inquire  on  identity,
existence, essence according to the suggested bibliography; he/she is also able
to elaborate and communicate in a clear way the same topics to a non-scholarly
audience, stimulating its critical attention on those topics;
5)  Learning  skills:  the  student  is  able  to  use  a  productive  method  in  order  to
extend his/her knwoledge in an autonomous way, finding in his/her research the
most  usefull  instruments  and  being  able  to  coordinate  in  an  organic  and
interdisciplinary  way  all  that  he/she  has  already  learned  for  improving  the
specifical  disciplinary  knowledge  as  well  as  his/her  global  philosopical  and
scientific knowledge as humanist.

ASSESSMENT METHODS The final evaluation consists in an oral discussion which aims at testing the 
student's possesing of disciplinary skills and knowledge according to the topic of 
the course of lectures and the suggested bibliography.
Final pass marks go from 18 to 30 points cum laude.
The student will begin presenting a theme or question concerning the topic of 
lectures which he /she freely chooses.Subsequentely the head professor will 
ask at least two-three questions in order to test the knowledge acquired by the 
student on the topic of the course of lectures referring to the suggested books. 
Thereby the head professor will verify the student's level of achieving of the 
following goals:
1) the student has acquired the specific disciplinary knowledge and shows his/
her awareness of the role of the metaphysical inquiry as concerns questions as  
"identity", "existence", essence", "being",  referring to the selected books for the 
lectures, which  are specifically devoted to such questions;
2) the student has understood the general topic of the course of lectures as well 
as the questions concerning the definition of the criteria of existence and identity;
3) the student is able to work out in an autonomous way the topical problems of 
the course of lectures and he/she is able also to present the aporetical traits 
emerging from the proposed topics during the lectures;
4) the student is able to expose in a clear and organic way and through the 
specific terminology arguments, topics, problems of the discipline as well as 
parts of the suggested bibliography;
5) the student is able to formulate his/her own opinion or judgment and to 
support an interpretive thesis in a satisfactory way and if necessary he/she is 
able to give an original plausible interpretation of the topics and questions he/
she has affronted on the basis of the suggested bibliography referring also to 
the problems posed by the topic of the lectures .
The head professor will express the evaluation referring to the student's 
achievement of the five above mentioned goals in the following way:
30- 30 cum laude: the five above mentioned goals have been reached in an 
optimal way
29-27: the five above mentioned goals have been reached in a pleanty 
satisfactory way
26-24: the five above mentioned goals habe been reached in a quite satisfactory 
way
23-21: the five above mentioned goals have been reached in a sufficient way
20-18: the five above mentioned goals have been reached in an elementary and 
limited way

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES The educational goals follow those of the second cycle degree in “Scienze 
filosofiche e storiche”. The course of lectures has as its goal to provide for the 
students methods and instruments which help them to complete their 
educational path through a sharping of their own knowledge in the specific field 
of metaphysics and, more generally, of the scientific sector to which the 



discipline pertains (M-FIL/01). Therefore, the course aims at the development of 
the students’ capacity of critical orientation as concerns the main topics of the 
discipline and especially as concerns the questions of identity, existence, 
essence. Hence, the lectures aim at increasing the following capacities: capacity 
of reading and understanding texts; capacity of arguing and communicating 
knowledge and theses; capacity of using in a rigorous way the method of the 
formal reasoning; capacity of increasing the store of knowledge as concerns the 
discipline using also knowledge acquired through other disciplines; capacity of 
using the bibliographical instruments; capacity of recognizing in a critical way 
the conceptual and the historical structures of the discipline; capacity of applying 
knowledge concerning the historical-philosophical tradition in order to inquire the 
problems which are relevant for the metaphysical research; capacity of creating 
relationships between already acquired knowledge and the main topics of the 
contemporary debate in order to formulate mature evaluations according to the 
level which is expected by the “Corso di Studi in Scienze filosofiche”.

TEACHING METHODS Frontal teaching
Guided discussions on the proposed texts
Seminars held by the students

SUGGESTED BIBLIOGRAPHY Identità ed esistenza nella metafisica contemporanea

Il corso si propone di lavorare su due delle principali nozioni della cosiddetta 
"toolbox" della ricerca metafisica odierna, ossia i concetti di identità ed 
esistenza, cui corrispondono precise questioni ontologiche e gnoseologiche che 
hanno di mira la definizione di precisi criteri di identità e di esistenza. Si farà, 
quindi, riferimento ad alcune voci autorevoli della metafisica contemporanea, 
mostrando come, nondimeno, la questione dell'identità e quella dell'esistenza 
restino ancora aperte, animando l'attuale dibattito interno all'indagine metafisica.
Testi in programma
M. Carrara, C. De Florio, G. Lando, V. Morato, Introduzione alla metafisica 
contemporanea, il Mulino, Bologna 2021, pp. 57-89 e pp. 163-180 
G. E. Moore, L'esistenza è un predicato?, in A.C. Varzi (a cura di), Metafisica, 
Laterza, Roma-Bari 2008, pp. 9-23
W. V. O. Quine, Su ciò che vi è, in A.C. Varzi (a cura di), Metafisica, Laterza, 
Roma-Bari 2008, pp. 24-42
M. Black, L'identità degli indiscernibili, in A.C. Varzi (a cura di), Metafisica, 
Laterza, Roma-Bari 2008, pp. 75-87
E. J. Lowe, Parti e interi, in A.C. Varzi (a cura di), Metafisica, Laterza, Roma-
Bari 2008, pp. 95-112
R. M. Chisholm, L'identità attraverso il tempo, in in A.C. Varzi (a cura di), 
Metafisica, Laterza, Roma-Bari 2008, pp. 134-167
F. Berto, L'esistenza non è logica. Da quadrato rotondo ai mondi impossibili, 
Laterza, Roma-Bari 2010, pp. IX-98
Per un ulteriore approfondimento si consiglia la lettura di B. Skow, Haecceitism, 
Anti-haecceitism and Possible Worlds, in The Philosophical Quaterly, vol. 58, n. 
230 (2008), Special Issue: Existence and Identity, pp. 98-107

Qualora gli studenti non dovessero reperire le parti dei testi in programma, il 
docente si impegna a fornire loro il materiale.
Per gli studenti che non hanno la possibilità di frequentare le lezioni resta 
invariato il programma con i suoi testi previsti. Per ulteriori chiarimenti, necessità 
o richieste gli studenti sono invitati a contattare il docente.

Identity and Existence in Contemporary Metaphysics
The lectures aim to investigate two of the main notions of the "toolbox" of 
metaphysical inquire, namely the concepts of identity and existence. These 
notions corrispond to specific ontological and gnoseological questions which aim 
at defining determined criteria of identity and existence. Hence, the lectures will 
analyze some authoritative voices of contemporary metaphysics in order to 
show how the questions of identity and existence are still open and animate the 
current debate within the metaphysical inquire.

Suggested bibliography
M. Carrara, C. De Florio, G. Lando, V. Morato, Introduzione alla metafisica 
contemporanea, il Mulino, Bologna 2021, pp. 57-89 e pp. 163-180 

G. E. Moore, L'esistenza è un predicato?, in A.C. Varzi (a cura di), Metafisica, 
Laterza, Roma-Bari 2008, pp. 9-23
W. V. O. Quine, Su ciò che vi è, in A.C. Varzi (a cura di), Metafisica, Laterza, 
Roma-Bari 2008, pp. 24-42
M. Black, L'identità degli indiscernibili, in A.C. Varzi (a cura di), Metafisica, 
Laterza, Roma-Bari 2008, pp. 75-87
E. J. Lowe, Parti e interi, in A.C. Varzi (a cura di), Metafisica, Laterza, Roma-
Bari 2008, pp. 95-112
R. M. Chisholm, L'identità attraverso il tempo, in in A.C. Varzi (a cura di), 



Metafisica, Laterza, Roma-Bari 2008, pp. 134-167
F. Berto, L'esistenza non è logica. Da quadrato rotondo ai mondi impossibili, 
Laterza, Roma-Bari 2010, pp. IX-98
For a further deepening ot the topic of lectures the following essay is suggested: 
B. Skow, Haecceitism, Anti-haecceitism and Possible Worlds, in The 
Philosophical Quaterly, vol. 58, n. 230 (2008), Special Issue: Existence and 
Identity, pp. 98-107

The parts of the suggested texts will be provided by the professor, if necessary. 
*For the students who have not the possibility to attend the lectures, they will 
follow the same suggested bibliography. For any need or request, they are 
invited to contact the head professor.

SYLLABUS
Hrs Frontal teaching

3 Introduction to the discipline and to the topic of lectures. Metodological directions and aim of lectures

9 Analysis of the notions of identity, existence and essence and of the related ontological and gnoseological 
problems

3 Analysis of Moore's essay, Is Existence a Predicate?

6 Analysis of Quine's essay, On What There Is

3 Analysis of Black's essay, The Identity of Indiscernibles

3 Analysis of Lowe's essay, Parts and Wholes

6 Analysis of Chisolm's essay, Identity Through Time

3 Final guided discussion with the students on the accomplished results and conclusions. Guidlines for the 
reading of Skow's suggested essay. Clarifications regarding the final exam

Hrs Practice
9 Seminars held by the students under the direction of the head professor on the part of Berto's volume, 
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