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DOCENTE: Prof. STEFANO JOSSA
PREREQUISITES In order to attend the course, the student should know the basic aspects of

Italian culture and literary tradition, in the context of European culture: its
historical development (from Stilnovo to postmodern), the works, the authors
and the most significant literary currents, the main genres of the tradition and
their expressive codes.

LEARNING OUTCOMES Knowledge and understanding: At the end of the course the student will have
acquired a thorough knowledge of the literary works, movements and
tendencies, genres and issues of Italian literature, within the framework of
European culture. He will also analytically read works or parts of them in the
context of the Italian literary canon.
Applying knowledge and understanding: At the end of the course the student will
have achieved the ability to recognize, interpret and frame historically the works
and the issues addressed and to place them in the European literary context. He
will also be able to use the acquired knowledge to deal with specific critical and
literary problems in relation to which he will be able to formulate and argue
exegetical proposals, also with the support of bibliographic tools.
Making judgments: At the end of the course the student will be able to interpret
the critical judgments and the literary historiography on the authors and the
topics dealt with autonomously; it will also be able to elaborate independent
judgments on literary texts, interpreting them with the help of the critical tools
acquired in the course.
Communication skills The student, at the end of the course, will be able to
communicate information, to present issues and problems related to the field of
study in question, both in oral and written form, to specialists and non-specialist
interlocutors.
Learning skills: At the end of the course the student will be in possession of:
solid basic knowledge, autonomous ability 'to re-elaborate critically acquired
knowledge, autonomy in the use of the acquired tools, ability' to identify and
elaborate paths of study in the professional field.

ASSESSMENT METHODS The assessment articulates in two phases: a brief paper and an oral interview.
The topic of the paper (of the length of 10/14 thousand characters included
spaces, delivered some days before the date of the appeal) will concern one of
the topics of the program, or it can be arranged with the teacher. In the oral
exam, the student will have to answer two / three questions about the rest of the
program, discussing the proposed topics. Each trial will be evaluated from 10 to
30 points; the final evaluation, always in thirtieths, will be obtained from the
weighted average between the grade attributed to the paper and that of the oral
interview. Purpose of the assessment is to assess the skills and disciplinary
knowledge provided by the course and check presentation skills (recognize and
describe a text in program, contextualize works, authors, trends and literary
movements, know form and content of the texts, historically interpret and frame
works and issues; communicate information and expose issues using the
appropriate language ...). European Qualifications Framework 30 - 30 cum
laude a) advanced knowledge of a field of work or study, involving a critical
understanding of theories and principles b) advanced skills, demonstrating
mastery and innovation, required to solve complex and unpredictable problems
in a specialised field of work or study c) fully adequate use of specialized
language d) take responsibility for managing and innovate the study field 26 29
a) comprehensive, specialised knowledge within a field of work or study and an
awareness of the boundaries of that knowledge b) a comprehensive range of
cognitive and practical skills required to develop creative solutions to abstract
problems c) comprehensive use of specialized language d) exercise
management and supervision in contexts of work or study activities 22 25 a)
knowledge of facts, principles, processes and general concepts, in a field of
work or study. b) basic skills required to accomplish tasks and *solve problems
by selecting and applying basic methods, tools, materials and information c)
basic capacity to use specialized language d) basic capacity to take
responsibility for completion of tasks in work or study 18-21 a) basic general
knowledge b) basic skills required to carry out simple tasks c) basic capacity to
communicate relevant informations d) basic capacity to take responsibility for
completion of tasks in work or study.

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES The aim of the course is to provide: a solid, methodological and historical
training of Italian literary culture in the broader field of European literary
civilization; - an adequate knowledge of Italian literature in its historical
development, through the direct analysis of the texts and the main critical
interpretations from 14th century to Baroque age, focusing on Reinassance age
(gendres, forms, ideology...); - an adequate knowledge of the methods of
analysis and interpretation. Through the study of literature in its specificity, of the
history of the reception of the texts and their placement in the European literary
framework, the course also aims at acquiring the ability to critically understand
cultural (and literary) phenomena and to contextualize them: the literary
hermeneutics and interpretation of texts, therefore, will also be practiced in order
to train the student in the autonomous management and transmission of
knowledge and cultural mediation, methods and processes of literary



comparison.

TEACHING METHODS Frontal teaching (or remote teaching in case of emergency); exercises on the
texts; guided discussion on the proposed
texts.There will be a mock exam. Students are recommended to register for
the course by unipa portal to view alerts and download the materials.

SUGGESTED BIBLIOGRAPHY A. Asor Rosa, Storia europea della letteratura italiana, vol. 1,
Einaudi 2009, ISBN 978-88-06-16718-9, oppure, in alternativa, 
G. Alfano, P. Italia, E. Russo, F. Tomasi, Letteratura italiana. Dalle Origini a 
metà Cinquecento, Mondadori 2018, ISBN 978-88-6184-486-5, integrato dal 
cap. su T. Tasso, tratto dal II volume.
Le studentesse e gli studenti che frequentano le lezioni reperiranno altri
materiali al centro stampa e sulla pagina web del docente (iscrivendosi on line).
The students of the course will find other materials at the press center and on
the teacher's web page (by registering online).

SYLLABUS
Hrs Frontal teaching

6 The invention of literature: from Dante to Petrarch

4 The Petrarch model and European petrarchism

4 Boccaccio and the short story (novella) from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance

8 Forms of narration: the chivalric poem

6 Machiavelli and the theory of the state

4 The treatises on man, language, love

4 Birth of the modern theater

Hrs Workshops
4 Italian literature and European literature

4 Laboratory on texts

Hrs Others
2 Presentation of the course
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