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DOCENTE: Prof.ssa LAURA RESTUCCIA
PREREQUISITES Students must have a broad knowledge of at least two literary corpora as well 

as a sufficient information on connected historical-critical issues.

LEARNING OUTCOMES Knowledge and understanding
At  the  end  of  the  course  the  student  must  demonstrate  to  have  acquired  the
knowledge  of  the  topics  covered  during  lectures  and  in  particular:  the  main
methods  and  tools  of  literary  criticism;  the  research  tools  in  the  field  of  inter-
textual and inter-disciplinary dialectics. The student must also demonstrate that
he  has  acquired  the  knowledge  of  literary  texts,  supported  by  critical  essays,
related  to  the  monographic  subjects  presented  during  lectures.  The
understanding  ability  is  stimulated  during  the  lectures  and  achieved  through
individual  study.  The  achievement  of  the  expected  learning  outcomes,  takes
place both in progress, through repeated reminders during lectures, and during
oral examination.

Ability to apply knowledge and understanding
In order to provide students with the practice of useful tools to read a literary text
with  theoretical  knowledge,  during  the  lessons  it  will  be  shown  to  students,
through  some  examples,  the  nature  and  the  function  of  the  various  questions
with which they can get closer to a literary work. The students will  achieve the
ability to apply knowledge and understanding through the critical reading of texts
proposed  for  individual  study,  stimulated  through  classroom  activities.  The
achievement  of  the  expected  learning  outcomes,  takes  place  during  oral
examination.

Judgement skills
During the course the Student will be enabled to use the main tools of analysis,
to  formulate  his  own critical  reading  of  a  literary  text  using  the  methodological
and  critical  tools  shown  during  lectures,  and  to  compare  the  different  critical
sources. The acquired independence of opinion will be assessed during the oral
examination.

Communication ability
The  Communication  ability  will  be  stimulated  during  the  course  through
continuous invitation to dialogue and to the common reflection on issues related
to possible approaches to the literary text and to function of Literature, and will
be verified during the oral examination.

Learning skills 
It will be given to the Student the opportunity to use the tools of analysis and to
apply  the  methods  of  approach  to  the  literary  text  in  a  comparative  view.  The
Learning  skills  are  verified  during  the  course,  with  the  recovery  of  eventual
shortcomings, and through the examination.

ASSESSMENT METHODS Student assessment will be done in a single oral test. During this test, it will be 
posed to candidates at least two questions. Throughout his oral exposure, the 
candidate must demonstrate to have acquired the skills and disciplinary 
knowledge provided by the course, in order to be able to present arguments 
clearly and precisely; the autonomy of his critical judgment, as well as to be able 
to establish connections amongst other contents regarding the subject of the 
course. The evaluation judgment will be expressed in thirtieths.
Marks
30-30 cum laude: to be evaluated with the highest marks, the student must 
demonstrate to have fully acquired the skills and disciplinary knowledge 
provided by the course; to have acquired an advanced knowledge of the main 
methods of literary criticism and to be able to formulate his own critical reading 
of a literary text using the methodological and critical tools shown during 
lectures; to have full command of the technical language.
26-29: student must demonstrate to have acquired the skills and disciplinary 
knowledge provided by the course; a good knowledge of the main methods of 
literary criticism and to be able to apply them to the critical reading of a literary 
text; to possess good properties of language.
18-21: student must demonstrate to have acquired at least a minimal knowledge 
of the main topics of the course; a minimal knowledge of the methods of 
approach to the literary text; minimum property of technical language.

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES The main aim of the course is to provide students with the methods of 
hermeneutical approaches to a literary text. Responding to the specific 
objectives of the course of degree, a particular emphasis will be placed on 
interpretations of literary, inter-semiotic and inter-textual methods. The course 
will be articulated on a single module of 9 CFU (45 hours), as described below: 
1) the methods of the literary and comparative criticism;  2) examples of 
possible methodological applications on the theme of "Italian Diaspora": The 
Italian emigration and its Literature; Italian-American Literature; Italian-Argentine 
Literature; Literature of the Italian colonies in the Horn of Africa; 3) Relationship 
between Sicilian and French cultures in the Nineteenth century with particular 
reference to the activity of a magazine: "Il Momento".



TEACHING METHODS The course will be done in 45 hours of lectures, as required for the achievement 
of the prescribed credits (9 CFU).

SUGGESTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 1) Critica letteraria e letterature comparate
due a libera scelta dello studente fra i seguenti testi:
W. BENJAMIN, L’opera d’arte nell’epoca della sua riproducibilita' tecnica, 
Torino, Einaudi, 1999 [1936]
G. LUKACS, Saggi sul realismo, Torino, Einaudi (PBE), 1970 [1936]; 
E. AUERBACH, trad. it.: Mimesis. Il realismo nella letteratura occidentale, 
Torino, Einaudi, 1997, 2 voll. [1946]; 
J.-P. SARTRE, trad. it.: Che cos’e' la letteratura ?, Milano, Il Saggiatore/Net, 
2004 [1947]; 
R. WELLEK, A. WARREN, Teoria della Letteratura, Bologna, Il Mulino, 1999 
[1949];
G. LUKACS, Il marxismo e la critica letteraria, Torino, Einaudi, 1953; 
E. D. HIRSCH, trad. it.: Teoria dell’interpretazione e critica letteraria, Torino, 
Einaudi, 1967 [1967]; 
E. RAIMONDI, Tecniche della critica letteraria, Torino, Einaudi, 1967; 
H. R. JAUSS, Perche' la storia della letteratura, Napoli, Guida, 1969 [1967]; 
C. SEGRE, I segni e la critica, Torino, Einaudi, 1969; 
T. TODOROV, trad. it.: Introduzione alla letteratura fantastica, Milano, Garzanti, 
1977 [1970]; 
R. BARTHES, Il piacere del testo, Torino, Einaudi, 1975 [1973]; 
M. BACHTIN, Estetica e romanzo. Un contributo fondamentale alla “scienza 
della letteratura”, Torino, Einaudi, 1979 [1975]; 
Ph. LEJEUNE, Il patto autobiografico, Bologna, Il Mulino, 1986 [1975]
A. LEONE de CASTRIS, Estetica e marxismo, Roma, Editori Riuniti, 1976;
U. ECO, Lector in fabula, Milano, Bompiani, 1979;
C. SEGRE, Avviamento all’analisi del testo letterario, Torino, Einaudi, 1985; 
A. COMPAGNON, Il demone della teoria. Letteratura e senso comune, Torino, 
Einaudi, 2000 [1988];
U. ECO, I limiti dell’interpretazione, Milano, Bompiani, 1990; 
R. CESERANI, Raccontare la letteratura, Torino, Bollati Boringhieri, 1990; 
A. LEONE de CASTRIS, La critica letteraria in Italia dal dopoguerra a oggi, 
Roma-Bari, Laterza, 1991; 
P. BOITANI, L’ombra di Ulisse. Figure di un mito, Bologna, Il Mulino, 1992; 
F. ORLANDO, Per una teoria freudiana della letteratura, Torino, Einaudi, 1992;
H. BLOOM, Il canone occidentale, Milano, Bompiani, 2000, [1994];
G. PAGLIANO, Profilo di sociologia della letteratura, Milano, Bompiani, 1994; 
U. ECO, Sei passeggiate nei boschi narrativi, Milano, Bompiani, 1994; 
M. FUSILLO, L’altro e lo stesso. Teoria e storia del doppio, Firenze, La Nuova 
Italia, 1998; 
E, GIOANOLA, Psicanalisi e interpretazione letteraria, Jaca Book, 2005;
M. LAVAGETTO, Eutanasia della critica, Torino, Einaudi 2005;
R. LUPERINI, La fine del postmoderno, Napoli, Guida 2005.

N.B.: dal momento che si tratta di testi non sempre recenti e' possibile far 
ricorso a qualunque delle edizioni in commercio.
Since these are not always recent texts, it is possible to use any editions.

2) L’immagine rifratta: Italiani nel mondo, Italiani dal mondo

Lo studente e' tenuto a scegliere uno tra i seguenti percorsi:
the student must choose (autonomously) one of the the following paths

a) L’Emigrazione italiana nella letteratura
Testo di studio:
F. DE NICOLA, Gli scrittori italiani e l’emigrazione, Ghenomena, 2008

Letture
due a scelta fra i seguenti testi
Edmondo De Amicis, Sull’Oceano, 1889
Luigi Capuana, Gli Americani di Rabbato, 1912
Mario Soldati, America primo amore, 1935
Carlo Levi, Cristo si e' fermato a Eboli, 1945
Cesare Pavese, La luna e i falo, 1950
Giose Rimanelli, Peccato originale, 1954
Giose Rimanelli, Biglietto di Terza, 1958
Giose Rimanelli, Una posizione sociale, 1959
Saverio Strati, Mani vuote, 1960, 
Saverio Strati, Gente di viaggio, 1966
Saverio Strati, Noi lazzaroni, 1972

b) La diaspora:  Stati Uniti d’America

Testi di studio:
uno a scelta fra i seguenti



F. L. GARDAPHE, Italian Signs, American Street: The Evolution of Italian 
American Narrative, Durham, Duke University Press, 1996.
K. SCAMBRAY, The North American Italian Renaissance: Italian Writing in 
America and Canada, Toronto, Guernica editors, 2000.
M. MARAZZI, Little America. Gli Stati Uniti e gli scrittori italiani del Novecento, 
Marcos y Marcos, Milano 1997
M. MARAZZI, Misteri di Little Italy. Storie e testi della letteratura italoamericana, 
Milano, F. Angeli, 2001
S. CAPPELLARI, G. COLOMBO (a cura di), Letteratura italoamericana, Fiorini, 
2008

Letture
due a scelta fra i seguenti testi
Pascal D'Angelo, Son of Italy, 1924
Pietro Di Donato, Christ in Concrete, 1939
Mario Puzo, The Fortunate Pilgrim, 1964
Joseph Tusiani, Envoy from Heaven, 1965
Mario Puzo, The Godfather, 1969
Gay Talese, Honor thy Father, 1971
Helen Barolini, Umbertina, a novel, 1979
Tina De Rosa, Paper Fish, 1980
Josephine Gattuso Hendin, The Right Thing to Do, 1988
Jerre Gerlando Mangione, Mount Allegro: A Memoir of Italian American Life, 
1989
Tony Ardizzone, In the Garden of Papa Santuzzu, 1999
Gioia Timpanelli, What Makes a Child Lucky, 2008
Helen Barolini, Crossing the Alps, 2010

3) La diaspora: Argentina
Testo di studio:
A PATAT, Un destino sudamericano – La letteratura italiana in Argentinana 
(1910-1970), Perugia, Guerra, 2005

Letture
due a scelta fra i seguenti testi

Syria Poletti, Gente Conmigo, 1962 
Syria Poletti, Agua en la boca, 1977
Antonio Dal Masetto, Oscuramente fuerte es la vida, 1990
Antonio Dal Masetto, La tierra incomparable, 1994
Antonio Dal Masetto, Cita ben el lago Maggiore, 2011
Mempo Giardinelli, Santo Oficio de la Memoria, 1991
Ruben Tizziani, Mar de olvido, 1992
Roberto Raschella, Dialogos en los patios rojos, Buenos Aires, Paradiso, 1994
Rosalinda Martina Gusberti, El laud y la guerra, 1996
Roberto Raschella, Si hubieramos vivido aqui, 1998.
Rosalinda Martina Gusberti, Cuentos de aquella tierra, 2008

4) La diaspora Colonialismo italiano

Testi di studio:
uno a scelta fra i seguenti

L. RICCI, La lingua dell’Impero. Comunicazione, letteratura e propaganda 
nell’eta' del colonialismo italiano, Roma, Carocci, 2005
G. TOMASELLO, L’Africa tra mito e realta: storia della letteratura coloniale 
italiana, Palermo, Sellerio, 2004.

Letture
due a scelta fra i seguenti testi

Orio Vergani, Io, povero negro, 1928
Ennio Flaiano, Tempo di uccidere, 1947
Mario Tobino, Il deserto della Libia,1952
Giuseppe Berto, Guerra in camicia nera, 1955
Enrico Emanuelli, Settimana nera, 1963
 Alfredo Strano, Cristo se n'e' andato, 2003
Erminia Dell’Oro, L’Abbandono. Una storia eritrea, Torino, Einaudi, 2006
Erminia Dell’Oro, Asmara addio, 1988
Luciana Capretti, Ghibli, 2004
Igiaba Scego, Adua, 2015
Carlo Lucarelli, Il tempo delle iene, 2015

N.B.: dal momento che si tratta di testi narrativi non sempre recenti e' possibile 
far ricorso a qualunque delle edizioni in commercio anche in lingua italiana.
Since these are not always recent narrative texts, it is possible to use any 



editions, even in Italian translation.

3) Rapporti tra la cultura siciliana e la cultura francese nell'Ottocento:
Relationship between Sicilian and French cultures in the Nineteenth Century:

Testo di studio:
L. RESTUCCIA, Il periodico palermitano “Il Momento” (1883-1885) nel dibattito 
tardo-ottocentesco sul Naturalismo, Palermo, Palermo University Press 
(“Rifrazioni letterarie”, 1), 2017.

Eventuali studenti non frequentati o lavoratori possono concordare con il 
docente un programma di studi alternativo
Unattended students may agree with the teacher for an alternative program.

SYLLABUS
Hrs Frontal teaching

2 psychoanalytical criticism

2 Formalist and structuralist criticism

2 ideological criticism

2 the tools of literary criticism; the research tools in the field of intertextual and interdisciplinary

2 Translation studies and its different methods of inter-linguistic, inter-textual and inter-semiotic approaches

2 Thematology

2 Cultural studies

2 Gender Studies

2 The Italian emigration and its Literature

4 Italian-American Literature

4 Italian-Argentine Literature

4 Literature of the Italian colonies in the Horn of Africa

2 Relationship between Sicilian and French cultures in the Nineteenth Century: the political-cultural atmosphere.

2 Relationship between Sicilian and French cultures in the Nineteenth Century: Palermo capital of culture?

2 Relationship between Sicilian and French cultures in the Nineteenth Century: Literary magazines in the cultural 
debate.

2 Relationship between Sicilian and French cultures in the Nineteenth Century: "Il Momento"

2 Relationship between Sicilian and French cultures in the Nineteenth Century: Giuseppe Pipitone Federico

5 Relationship between Sicilian and French cultures in the Nineteenth Century: the role of the magazine in its 
time.
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