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DOCENTE: Prof.ssa FRANCESCA PIAZZA
PREREQUISITES Required is basic knowledge of the History of Philosophy and basic notions of 

philosophy of language. The prerequisite are already acquired through a first 
cicle degree in Philosophy.

LEARNING OUTCOMES ECTS credits for this course are awarded to students who:
Knowledge and understanding:
•	have demonstrated knowledge and understanding of the basic concepts in the
field  of  philosophy  of  language,  especially  concerning  the  role  of  language  in
constructing identity and in performing social practices;
- have demonstrated knowledge and understanding of at least one of the main
work in  the field of philosophy of language.
Applying knowledge and understanding:
-  can  apply  their  knowledge  and  understanding  in  order  to  individuate  the
specific aims of a text  in the field of philosophy of language;
-  can  apply  their  knowledge  and  understanding  starting  from  a  text  or  a
problem , especially concerning the notion of verbal practice and the relationship
between language and emotion, 
Making judgements:
 -  have the ability to use the philosophies of language paradigms to analyze the
practical issues that emerge in the public debate.
-  have the ability to do bibliographic research and organize work autonomously
 -  have  the  learning  skills  to  allow them to  continue  to  study  in  a  manner  that
may be largely self-directed or autonomous.
Communication:
 -   have  the  ability  to  discuss  in  specialistic  terms  especially   concerning  the
topic "language and emotion"; 
-  can  communicate  their  opinions,  and  the  knowledge  and  rationale
underpinning  these,  to  specialist  and  nonspecialist  audiences  clearly  and
unambiguously.

ASSESSMENT METHODS 1. A (not mandatory) test to be conducted during the course to verify the ability 
to communicate and apply acquired knowledge, autonomy of judgment, and the 
ability to organize work autonomously. 
The student will have to discuss (possibly with the support of the power point) a 
topic suggested by the teacher and related to the topics of the course. The parts 
of the program which the student will do the seminar on will not be the subject of 
the final assessment. 

Final oral assessment:
The oral assessment is a viva in which knowledge and skills in the field of study 
are going to be tested. 
Final pass marks go from 18 to 30 points cum laude.
The student is required to answer at least  3 oral questions regarding the whole 
program of study with reference to the suggested books.
Questions shall assess a) Knowlesge and understanding  b) cognitive and 
practical skills c) ability to communicate; d) making judgements.
Note	European Qualifications Framework 
30 - 30 cum laude
a)	advanced knowledge of a field of work or study, involving a critical 
understanding of theories and principles;
b)	advanced skills, demonstrating mastery and innovation, required to solve 
complex and unpredictable problems in a specialised field of work or study;
c)	fully adequate use of specialized language;
d)	take responsibility for managing and innovate the study field;
26‐29
a)	comprehensive, specialised knowledge within a field of work or study and an 
awareness of the boundaries of that knowledge;
b)	a comprehensive range of cognitive and practical skills required to develop 
creative solutions to abstract problems;
c)	comprehensive use of specialized language;
d)	exercise management and supervision in contexts of work or study activities;

22‐25
a)	knowledge of facts, principles, processes and general concepts, in a field of 
work or study;
b)	basic skills required to accomplish tasks and *solve problems by selecting and 
applying basic methods, tools, materials and information;
c)	basic capacity to use specialized language;
d)	basic capacity to take responsibility for completion of tasks in work or study
18-21
a)	basic general knowledge;
b)	basic skills required to carry out simple tasks;
c)	basic capacity to communicate relevant informations;
d)	basic capacity to take responsibility for completion of tasks in work or study;

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES



The course mainly aims at ensuring that the student is able to manage the main 
issues relating to the contemporary debate on language and communication. 
The course focuses on the relationship between language  and emotion. The 
starting point will be the analysis of pathe in Aristotle's Rhetoric (II, 1-11) in 
comparison with Heidegger's perspective. 
During the lectures we will schedule guided reading of the text (by comparing 
the translation with the original text) in order to improve the students' skills of 
analysing philosophical texts.
The course also includes the active participation of students, in particular guided 
classroom discussions and presentation of parts of the text analyzed. In this way 
we will try to pursue the objective of strengthening the communication skills and 
the critical thinking of the student.
In order to enhance the coordination with other courses, a part of the program 
will be dedicated to the trans-disciplinary topic "IDENTITY AND CONFLICT".

TEACHING METHODS Frontal teaching
Guided discussions on the proposed texts
Seminars held by the students

SUGGESTED BIBLIOGRAPHY ARISTOTELE , "Retorica" (trad. S. Gastaldi, ed. Carocci). 
M. HEIDEGGER  "Concetti fondamentali della filosofia aristotelica", 
(Introduzione e Parte I, pp. 37-294) Adelphi, 2017.
F. PIAZZA, "La Retorica di Aristotele. Introduzione alla lettura", Carocci, 2008.
Un testo a scelta tra:
FORTENBAUGH W. W., "Aristotle’s Rhetoric on Emotion" in «Archiv für 
Geschichte der Philosophie», LII, pp. 40-70, 1970
A. FUSSI, "Aristotle on Shame", in «Ancient Philosophy», 35, pp. 113-135, 2015
A. OKSENBERG RORTY, "Aristotle on the Metaphysical Status of "Pathe", The 
Review of Metaphysics
Vol. 37, No. 3 (Mar., 1984), pp. 521-546.

SYLLABUS
Hrs Frontal teaching

1 Overview on the scientific objectives

1 Historcal-theoretical introduction

5 Aristotle's Rhetoric in the context of Aristotelian Philosophy

10 Analysis of Aristotle's Rhetoric, II, 1-11

10 Heidegger on Aristotle's Rhetoric

4 Language and emotion in current debate

Hrs Practice
6 TRANSDISCIPLINARY FOCUS ON THE TOPIC "Identity and Conflict"

8 Guided discussion on the proposed texts  and seminars held by the students
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