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PREREQUISITES

Basic knowledge of the notion of right, the evolution of human rights, and the
protection of fundamental rights in national and international legal systems.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Knowledge and understanding: knowledge and understanding of the principles
and fundamental developments of human rights theory and practice.

Applying knowledge and understanding: ability to evaluate institutions, legal
systems and legal practices from the point of view of human rights doctrines.
Making judgments: ability to make autonomous judgments on issues concerning
justification, protection and balancing of human rights.

Communication: ability to communicate in a clear and exhaustive way, and to
argue properly and convincingly.

Lifelong learning skills: development of critical and conceptual skills.

ASSESSMENT METHODS

Exam type: oral exam, minimum two questions
Evaluation: Grades on a scale between 18 and 30 cum laude.

Evaluation Grid:

- Excellent: 30-30 cum laude. Excellent knowledge and understanding, excellent
communication and argumentative skills, proper use of technical language.

- Very good: 26-29. Good knowledge and understanding, good communication
and argumentative skills, proper use of technical language.

- Good: 24-25. Basic knowledge and understanding, average communication
skills, limited argumentative skills.

- Average: 21-23. Limited basic knowledge and understanding, sufficient
communication skills, poor argumentative skills.

- Fair: 18-20. Minimal basic knowledge and understanding, poor communication
skills, poor argumentative skills.

- Poor. Non-sufficient knowledge and understanding.

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES

The course aims at critically examining the basic features of contemporary
human rights practice.

TEACHING METHODS

Lectures

SUGGESTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

C. Beitz, The Idea of Human Rights, Oxford University Press, 2009
Reading Materials

SYLLABUS

Frontal teaching

The Historical Roots of Human Rights

From Natural Law to Human Rights

Rights and the Law

Human Rights as Positive and International Rights. Specification of Human Rights Law

Are Human Rights Eurocentric?

2
2
4
4 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
4
4
6

Subjective Legal Positions

10 Human Rights and World Poverty

12 The Enforcement of Human Rights
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