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DOCENTE: Prof. GAETANO GUCCIARDO
PREREQUISITES General knowledge of the major issues of contemporary society and of the 

events and developments of the contemporary age.

LEARNING OUTCOMES -  Knowledge  and  understanding:  acquisition  of  knowledge  and  a  clear
understanding of the concepts and sociological theories and some fundamental
technical research and proper use in the specialized language of the discipline;
-  Applying  knowledge  and  understanding:  General  Acquisition  of  the  ability  to
apply  to  social  phenomena  concepts  and  sociological  theories  learned  and  to
identify  families  of  appropriate  methods  with  respect  to  specific  objects  of
investigation;
Making  judgments:  Acquisition  of  the  ability  to  assess  the  adequacy  of
sociological  explanations  of  social  phenomena  and  to  be  able  to  argue  the
judgment;
Communication skills: Acquisition of the proper use of the specialized language
of the discipline;
Learning skills: Acquisition of basic knowledge to address the study of subjects
of the subsequent academic years. In particular learning to empirically evaluate
the theories and sociological assumptions.

ASSESSMENT METHODS The learning assessment will be done with a mid-term test and a final test:
The mid-term test includes a written test, to be done during the scheduled week 
of suspension of teaching, which will consist of closed questions, in open-ended 
questions and exercises about the arguments in the first part of the course. The 
students will have two hours. The vote will be expressed in thirtieths.
The final evaluation will be done through oral test consists of an interview with 
open questions in order to check the ownership of the knowledge and skills 
required. The learnings of each of the Dublin descriptors will be evaluated as 
follows:
Knowledge and understanding: general questions on the topics of the course;
Applying knowledge and understanding: Questions to offer examples of 
sociological concepts and judgments;
Making judgments: it will be evaluated on the basis of originality of 
exemplifications requests and the ability to respond to critical comments;
Communication skills: will be evaluated on the basis of the clarity and proper 
use of sociological terminology;
Learning skills: the set of learning will document the acquisition of learning skills 
necessary for the continuation and deepening of the studies and knowledge 
required by the degree program.
The evaluation will be of thirty. The maximum score is achieved if verification 
ensures full possession of learning required

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES Objective of the course is the knowledge of issues relating to contemporary 
society recalling the classics of thought and sociological research according to a 
careful approach to combine the theoretical and conceptual heritage of the 
discipline with its empirical vocation. Therefore, they will address the issues 
related to regulatory systems and institutions in the different types of companies, 
especially in the classic dichotomy tradition / modernity, modernization, 
stratification and social mobility, deviance, family, education, the economy and 
policy in their relations with society and ultimately inequality in contemporary 
society.

TEACHING METHODS Lessons, Exercises, Dialugues

SUGGESTED BIBLIOGRAPHY Croteau D., Hoynes W., Sociologia generale. Temi, concetti, strumenti, McGraw 
Hill, 2015
Gucciardo G., L'eguale e il diverso, Rosenberg & Sellier, 2017

SYLLABUS
Hrs Frontal teaching

3 Introduction to sociology

3 •	The methods to research and data collection

3 •	The culture

3 •	Structure and social action and power

3 •	Interaction, groups, organizations

3 •	Stratification, social class and global inequalities

3 •	Ethnicities and migrations

3 •	Gender and sexuality

3 Families and socialization process

3 •	The deviance

3 •	Politics and economics

3 •	Globalization and social movement

3 •	How to create social capital

3 Decline of violence and social capital



SYLLABUS
Hrs Frontal teaching

3 •	Social inequality and its consequences
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