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DOCENTE: Prof. MATTEO MESCHIARI
PREREQUISITES Cultural skills usually acquired in the five pre-university years are required

LEARNING OUTCOMES Knowledge  and  understanding:  Identifying  methods  of  building  geographical
knowledge through direct observation, the use of questionnaires, interviews and
data-gathering methods

Applying  knowledge  and  understanding:  Using  geographical  tools,  through
analysis  of  general  and  thematic  geographical  maps,  statistical  and  computer
sources and subjective, literary and iconographical sources.

Making  judgements:  Establishing  and  justifying  personal  value  positions  on
geographic key concepts.

Communication  skills:  Understanding  basic  vocabulary  relating  to  human
geography  and  being  able  to  present  geographic  information  in  a  variety  of
forms in primary school. 

Learning  skills:  Carrying  out  educational  projects  related  to  the  environment,
landscape and cultural heritage.

ASSESSMENT METHODS Final oral exam. Practice exercises during the course will help students prepare 
for the final oral exam. Students are examined on their a) knowledge of the 
course contents; b) ability to analyze and exemplify geographic phenomena; c) 
communication skills and appropriate use of scientific terminology; d) critical 
evaluation and problem solving abilities. The score range of the oral 
examination is 18/30. CRITERIA FOR MARKING ORAL EXAMINATIONS: 
30-30 cum laude (excellent): excellent knowledge of the course contents; very 
good command of scientific terminology; very good analytical skills; 27-29 (very 
good): very good knowledge of the course contents; good command of scientific 
terminology; good analytical skills; 24-26 (good): good knowledge of the course 
contents; good command of scientific terminology, though usage may not be 
flawless; good analytical skills; 21-23 (fair): acceptable grasp of basics in the 
course contents; limited linguistic resources make it difficult for candidate to 
display autonomous analytical skills; questions are usually understood, but 
rephrasing is often required; questions are usually answered relevantly, but 
frequent repetition and hesitation; some questions are misunderstood; 18-20 
(poor): very poor knowledge of the course contents; no ability to reformulate and 
expand; questions are often misunderstood; answers are irrelevant and 
incomplete; little or no evidence of analytical and communication skills; (fail): 
unable to deal with any but the most basic questions, information is insufficient, 
inaccurate, and/or irrelevant.

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES The course aims to relate knowledge and geographic methods with teaching-
learning processes.

TEACHING METHODS Lectures, lab activities with practice exercises

SUGGESTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 1) G. De Vecchis, Didattica della geografia, Torino, UTET
2) M. Meschiari, Spazi Uniti d'America, Quodlibet.

SYLLABUS
Hrs Frontal teaching
53 Presentation, Methodology, Goals. Geography and World Views. Environment, Space, Territory. Landscape 

and Landscapes. Migration, Diaspora, Globalisation Urban Geography. Reading spaces, landscapes and 
maps. The role of geography in the educational system and in the programs of primary school: orientation, the 
language of geography, the landscape, the region and the territorial system.

Hrs Workshops
16 Fieldwork and practice in the instructional translation of the geographical knowledge gained during the course: 

practice exercises in orientation and instructional translation; geographical writing and instructional translation; 
landscape interpretation and instructional translation; analysis of regional and territorial systems through maps 
and instructional translation
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