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DEGREE COURSE IN LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
 

Characteristics

 

Educational objectives
The specific objectives of the Degree Course match the direction outlined in the documents of national and international
bodies, which have been a reference in the organization of the educational programme, also in view of the international
accreditation of the Degree, in particular in IFLA Europe, which it is equivalent to the recognition of the European
Community for other training courses. The proposed educational process aims at fostering the full integration between
knowledge and skills in the field of landscape design and management at different scales, the acquisition of the ability to
collaborate with other professionals in the fields of architecture, engineering and natural, agronomic and forestry sciences, of
other social sciences and humanities, in a constant adjustment between consolidated skills and abilities. The specific
objectives integrate design skills with the attention, extended to the whole educational process, towards themes such as
sustainability, sharing and development of processes to increase social awareness, through continuous integration, and an
adequate articulation of teachings in thematic design studios, mixing the most purely technical-scientific cultural areas with
humanistic disciplines and which refer to the cultural foundations of the landscape.
The educational programme is divided into three phases, articulated in four semesters. The first phase is characterised by a
process of homogenization of the cultural groundings of incoming students - often very different from each other - through
the delivery, in the first semester, of teachings specifically targeted to the prevailing cultural profiles of the students,
specifically the 1st cycle degree classes L-17, L-21, L-23 and L-25, in a way to promote the formation of a common
knowledge base on the cultural profile and under the perspective of the technical lexicon. The second phase, coinciding with
the second and third semester, is mainly dedicated to train students for design, through four interdisciplinary design studios
and some mono-disciplinary courses integrating them. The studios, which are the cornerstone of the training of landscape
students, are driven by the principles of sustainability, environmental compatibility of the interventions, topicality of the
cultural and design proposal, contribution to the redevelopment and prevention of all forms of risk: the landscape project for
urban areas, the conservation and restoration of landscape heritage, the strategic project and landscape plan tools for large
areas, the relations between urban and extra-urban environment. The third phase completes the course through the
preparation of the thesis project and other complementary training activities.

In response to the need to provide training with a strongly international reach, and in relation to the policies and initiatives of
internationalization of the University, resulting in the activation of multiple international exchange projects, it is expected
that the Course can be carried out partially in English. In particular, the University will promote courses with the dual
objective of training students in an educational context capable of providing the cultural, scientific, technical lexical elements
enabling them to communicate directly and on an equal footing with others in an international technical-scientific scenario
and, at the same time, to favour the enrolment in the Degree Course of students of European and non-European origin as part
of the international exchange partnerships already activated at the University.

Professional opportunities
Profile:
Landscape architect
Functions:
Private practice, as individuals or as members of larger design groups, also with responsibility functions such as the
coordination of work groups. Graduates may carry out their professional activity autonomously, as well as in public and
private institutions and bodies operating for the transformation and conservation of the landscape, and in promotion and
design companies.

Functions
(a): landscape design;
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(b): restoration of historic parks and gardens, with the exception of their building components; recovery of deteriorated
landscape
(c): design of elements, related to the landscape, of agricultural, forestry and environmental systems;
(d): drafting of landscape plans;
(e): member of the municipal commissions on the landscape (Ministerial Decree 42/2004 and subsequent amendments);
(f): landscape analysis, landscape and environmental consultancy and in the areas of plant production, silviculture,
agritourism and rural tourism, defence of the rural and natural environment, rural land planning;
(g): valuation activities;
(h): cadastral, topographic and cartographic activities;
(i): environmental certification of interventions on the landscape and of the quality of plant and forestry production;
(l): coordination and direction of activities, in relation to the fulfilments and task envisaged by the European Landscape
Convention (L. 1/09/2006) and the Code of Cultural Heritage and Landscape (DM 42/2004 and subsequent amendments).
(m): coordination and direction of projects and consultancy activities with respect to the actions of landscape conservation
and transformation;
(n): working in and/or coordinating landscape research activities.

Skills:

a) LANDSCAPE DESIGN, with specific skills in: relevant regulations, tools for the design of parks, gardens and green areas
at various scales: design of private and public green systems, open spaces, gardens and parks, hanging and vertical green
areas, outdoor exhibitions and displays, archaeological areas, botanical gardens, cemeteries, golf courses, outdoor areas of
tourism and sports facilities, coastal and river settlements; Supervision of landscape construction sites; definition of
management and maintenance processes; evaluation of the botanical and agronomic characteristics of ornamental plants, their
evolutionary dynamics and maintenance.
b) RESTORATION OF HISTORICAL PARKS AND GARDENS, with the exception of the building components, with
competences on: recovery of degraded landscapes; activities related to the conservation, restoration and redevelopment of:
parks, gardens and historical landscapes, archival, documentary and cartographic analysis; definition of restoration methods
for historic gardens; botany and pathological aspects of ornamental plants and methods of rehabilitation and maintenance of
the same, management and enhancement plans.
c) DRAFTING OF LANDSCAPE PLANS, with competences on: landscape planning activities, through the preparation of
landscape plans; national and regional legislation on landscape plans; methods and tools for landscape analysis and
transformation; sectoral legislation.
d) LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS AND LANDSCAPE-ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING, in the areas of landscape
requalification, with respect also to abandoned and degraded areas, to the prevention of different forms of risk, to the
insertion of infrastructure networks in the landscape, to the analysis and evaluation of landscape and environmental impact
studies, to agricultural tourism and rural tourism, to environmental protection, rural land planning, with competence on: the
legislation and methodology in the reference sectors; evaluative analysis of the landscape, consultancy on landscape-
territorial plans, green plans, geographical, cultural and social contexts.
e) VALUATION, CADASTRAL, TOPOGRAPHIC AND CARTOGRAPHIC ACTIVITIES, with competences in:
regulations and methodologies related to land and rural valuation; methods and tools for topographic survey and landscape
mapping.
f) MEMBER OF MUNICIPAL LANDSCAPE BOARDS (Ministerial Decree 42/2004 and subsequent amendments), with
skills related to: sectoral regulations, procedures and tools for the evaluations of plans and projects. 
g) DESIGN OF ELEMENTS, related to the landscape, of agricultural, forestry and environmental systems, with skills related
to: sectoral regulations; agricultural and forest systems and their environmental implications; methods and tools for analysis
and intervention.
h) ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION OF INTERVENTIONS UPON THE LANDSCAPE and of the quality of the
systems for the management of plant and forestry productions, with skills related to: quality systems and regulations about
environmental evaluation and certification, in the agriculture and forestry areas; regulations on the environmental impact
assessment of the intervention for the landscape-territory transformation, and on the insertion in the landscape of civil,
industrial, infrastructural facilities.
i)	 COORDINATION AND MANAGEMENT OF ACTIVITIES, with respect to the obligations and tasks, envisaged by the
European Landscape Agreement (L. 1/09/2006) and the Code of Cultural and Landscape Heritage (Ministerial Decree
42/2004 and subsequent amendments), with skills related to: sectoral regulations and legislation; promotion and management
of Landscape Observatories; methods and tools for landscape conservation and management.
j)	 COORDINATION AND MANAGEMENT OF DESIGN, CONSULTANCY AND RESEARCH in intervention of
landscape conservation and transformation, with competences on: national and European landscape regulations; methods and
tools for interventions upon landscape; managerial and strategic planning issues; theories and methods for landscape
planning, design and management; scientific issues related to innovative landscape technologies, to landscape protection, to
the dynamics of agricultural and forest ecosystems and to the methods and tools for the conservation and enhancement of
biodiversity.
k)	 CONSULTANCY IN PLANNING ACTIONS OF URBAN REGENERATION AND URBAN LANDSCAPE
PLANNING through their skills in garden and landscape planning

Professional opportunities
All the activities described above may be carried out as freelancers in design, planning, programming or management
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processes in the public and private areas. These activities may also be carried out as officials or managers in Public Agencies
for planning and control or private companies operating in the landscape design and/or promotion.
Graduates with enough credits in the specific sectors, may access to the public selection for teachers in high schools. 
The Degree gives access to the professional Board of Architects, Planners, Landscape Architects and Conservators (OAPPC),
section A, section C (landscape design), after passing the relevant national qualification exam. It also enables the admission
to the national qualification exam for the professional register of the Order of Doctors in Agronomy and Forestry (DPR n.
328 of June, 5, 2001, art 12, par.2).
The course also enables, after public competition or other selection process, access to 3rd cycle education (PhD courses and
Graduate Schools).

Final examination features
The final examination consists of the presentation of a thesis prepared in an original way by the student under the guidance of
a supervisor. The supervisor may avail him/herself of the collaboration of other professors, researchers, contract professors or
internal or external experts, who take on the function of co-supervisors, in the research activity related to the preparation of
the final paper. The final paper can be experimental, theoretical or a project design or it can be a short essay on a mono or
multidisciplinary theme. For particular subjects of the Degree Course the Thesis can also include a graphic and/or multimedia
products. The paper can be written in whole or in part in a language of the European Union, different from Italian. The final
work, or part of it, can be carried out in whole or in part also at other Italian and foreign institutions and public and/or private
companies accredited by the University of Palermo. The final examination, together with the assessment of the thesis work,
must include the evaluation of the candidate's maturity and scientific, technical and professional skills. The modalities for the
development of the final paper and the detailed description of the discussion process are defined analytically in the Course
regulations.

Subjects 1 ° year CFU Sem. Val. SSD TAF

08085 - LANDSCAPE ECOLOGY
Schicchi(PO)

6 1 V BIO/03 B

20977 - LANDSCAPES AND CULTURES - INTEGRATED 
COURSE

15 1 V   

- HISTORICAL GARDENS
Leone(PA)

6 1 ICAR/15 B

- HISTORY OF LANDSCAPE AND TERRITORY MAPPING
Garofalo(PA)

6 1 ICAR/18 B

- TRADITIONAL RURAL LANDSCAPE AND CULTURAL HERITAGE
Barbera(PQ)

3 1 AGR/03 C

20974 - LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE STUDIO I - 
INTEGRATED COURSE

12 2 V   

- ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN STUDIO
Tuzzolino(PO)

6 2 ICAR/14 B

- TREES AND SHRUBS IN THE URBAN ENVIRONMENT
Motisi(PO)

6 2 AGR/03 B

20970 - LANDSCAPE PLANNING STUDIO - 
INTEGRATED COURSE

15 2 V   

-  METHODOLOGIES FOR LANDSCAPE ASSESSMENT
Di Franco(PA)

3 2 AGR/01 C

- LANDSCAPE PLANNING
Todaro(PA)

6 2 ICAR/20 C

- SOILSCAPE ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION
Dazzi(PO)

6 2 AGR/14 B

Optional subjects 8   C

Free subjects 8   D

64

Subjects 2 ° year CFU Sem. Val. SSD TAF

20967 - LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE STUDIO II - 
INTEGRATED COURSE

15 1 V   

- BIODIVERSITY SURVEY AND ASSESSMENT OF ARTHROPOD FAUNA 
- LABORATORY

Lo Verde(PA)

3 1 AGR/11 C

- LANDSCAPE DESIGN STUDIO
Leone(PA)

6 1 ICAR/15 B
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Subjects 2 ° year CFU Sem. Val. SSD TAF

- URBAN FOREST AND GREEN INFRASTRUCTURES
La Mantia(PO)

6 1 AGR/05 B

20962 - TECHNOLOGIES OF GREEN AREAS  AND 
URBAN HYDROLOGY - INTEGRATED COURSE

12 1 V   

- GREEN TECHNOLOGIES FOR THE URBAN ENVIRONMENT
La Bella(PO)

6 1 AGR/02 B

- HYDROLOGY OF GREEN AREAS
Carollo(PA)

6 1 AGR/08 B

86626 - ENGLISH LANGUAGE 4 1 G  F

21011 -  OPEN SPACES DESIGN STUDIO - 
INTEGRATED COURSE

10 2 V   

- OPEN SPACE DESIGN STUDIO
Lecardane(PA)

7 2 ICAR/14 B

- TREE LINES AND HEDGEROWS STUDIO
Marra(PO)

3 2 AGR/03 C

07553 - PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE 3 2 G  F

05917 - FINAL EXAMINATION 6 2 G  E

Optional subjects II 6   C

56

OPTIONAL SUBJECTS
Optional subjects CFU Sem. Val. SSD TAF
20981 - AGRONOMIC PRINCIPLES AND 
BOTANY ELEMENTS - INTEGRATED COURSE

8 1 V   

- PRINCIPLES OF AGROECOLOGY
Gristina(PO)

4 1 V AGR/02 C

- PLANT TAXONOMY
Fici(PA)

4 1 V BIO/02 C

20978 - TECHNICAL ARCHITECTURE AND 
DRAWING STUDIO - INTEGRATED COURSE

8 1 V   

- DRAWING
Maggio(PO)

4 1 V ICAR/17 C

- TECHNICAL ARCHITECTURE
Saeli(RD)

4 1 V ICAR/10 C

Optional subjects II CFU Sem. Val. SSD TAF
20987 - URBAN HORTICULTURE AND 
FLORICULTURE

Moncada(PA)

6 2 V AGR/04 C

20984 - URBAN LANDSCAPE PLANNING
Giampino(RD)

6 2 V ICAR/21 C
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